Rules and Fine Print

1. All contestants must be financial members of a Country Music Club.

2. Sections are open to all non-recording artists and artists who have NOT recorded commercially in the past five (5) years as at closing date of these awards

3. Entries must be on an official entry for or photocopy of same which will be available to all Clubs.  Entry fees must accompany forms.  Where stage names are used, full names must be advised.  All names of contestants in groups and duos must be on the entry form and may not be changed on audition day

4. Contestants may enter once only, any or all sections for which they are eligible and for which they have paid the required entry fee.

5. No entries post marked after the closing date will be accepted

6. The Awards Committee reserve the right to limit the number of entries and may add to, combine, or delete from the programme at any time.

7. The organizers reserve the right to record and broadcast any or all of the performances at either auditions or finals, subject to copyright conditions where applicable.

8. The organizers reserve the right to refuse admission to any of the functions during the weekend

9. Any violation of the rules will result in disqualification

10. Backing Band available for audition in all sections except Group and Old Time.  These sections must be self accompanied, or in the case of Old Time, backed by one acoustic instrument or unplugged acoustic electric instrument (self provided). No harmony backing or taped music allowed.  The committee will have someone available to back singers if needed.

11. To assist the backing band, each contestant is required to have FIVE (5) COPIES OF THE WORDS AND CHORDS to their songs with TIME SIGNATURE AND TIMING written on the top right hand corner (eg ¾ slow) chord charts to be handed to the Stage Manager at reporting time.  Each copy must be in an individual folder.  Not clear files.

12. Entrants equipment is used and stored at their own risk.  Neither the Buller Country Music Club or Awards Committee will be held responsible for the loss or damage, theft etc to individual’s personal property or effect.

13. All contestants must be in the hall and report 30 minutes prior to audition time.  Audition times will be drawn and advised after closing date of entries. CONTESTANTS NOT PRESENT WHEN DUE TO APPEAR WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY DISQUALIFIED, EXCEPTIONS ONLY TO MADE BY THE CONVENOR.

14. Entrants must not make personal contact with the judges during audition and finals.

15. No contestant may possess, consume or be under the influence of alcohol or drugs in or near the theatre or back stage during the Awards

16. Judging will be in entrance and exit, ability, diction and clarity or sound, entertainment value of item, country content,  presentation and dress

17. The judges decision is final and binding and no correspondence will be entered into, except in breach of rules.

18. The judges or convenor have the right to recall any contestant

19. The judge’s sheets and Original Songs will be available to contestants at the end of auditions at the rear of hall on Sunday afternoon.

20. Finalist must attend rehearsals when required and my be accompanied by a parent or guardian if required

21. Finalist will be judged independently from auditions

22. Finalists have the option of choosing an alternative song for the finals

23. FINALIST ONLY WILL BE REFUNDED for finals tickets. No other refunds.

24. The Senior overall Winner of the Best of the West Awards must stand down for one (1) year. The Junior and Intermediate overall winners may not enter the Section in which the Overall was gained, but may enter any other Junior or Intermediate Section or Open Classes. They cannot uplift the Overall junior or Intermediate Trophy two years in succession (Refer to Section Rules)

25. Overall Winner goes to the highest winning mark awarded from finals in any one section.  Versatility Trophy to highest aggregate of marks (from finals)

26. Band Members or Awards officials may not enter as contestants, or back any artists.

27. Best Local Entry must be a resident and active member of the Buller Country Music Club, who has participated in at least three club events in the previous 12 months.  This will be judged on the highest mark awarded from finals.  ( in the case of no finalist, then from audition mark)

28. All trophies competed for annually  MUST BE RETURNED by  25th March 2010 to the Best of the West Awards Committee, P O Box 205 Westport by Registered Mail and be in the same condition as they were received. TROPHIES AND CUPS ARE TO BE ENGRAVED AT THE WINNER’S EXPENSE.

29. All rules to be strictly adhered to PLEASE READ THEM CAREFULLY.

30. The Convener or his/her representative reserves the discretion to allow exceptions to any rule where there is a good reason and it is practicable to do so.

31. The winner of the Camerata Scholarship and  Overall Senior Winner are all bound to fulfill the publicity obligations requested of them by the Best of the West Awards Committee.

Section Rules

All sections are Solo except Duo, Group or original

Ages taken as at 31 March 2010

Juniors  all persons under 14 years of age

Juniors may not enter in Intermediate or Senior Vocal sections (unless stated) but may enter in Open classes. They will not be eligible for Senior/Intermediate Duo or Group containing other Senior/intermediate (with the exception of those section which will be open for all contestants under the age of 18 years, i.e. 113, 115, 122, 124)

Intermediate 14 years and under 18 years

Intermediates may not enter Senior Vocal sections but may enter in other Open sections. They will not be eligible for Senior Overall Prize unless part of a Senior Duo or Group, containing another senior

Senior 18 Years and over

Duos

Contestants may only enter a Duo Section once. Both names must be on the entry forms and may not be changed on audition day.

Duos under 18

Must contain an intermediate contestant to be eligible for the Intermediate Overall Prize.


Group

Consists of three (3) or more persons. Own backing must be provided. Contestants may only appear in one group. All members on stage are considered participant of group and judged as such.

Instrumental 

Tuning of instruments must be completed prior to commencement of class.

Old Time

MUST BE PRE 1965 self accompanied on an acoustic instrument or backed by one acoustic instrument or acoustic electric instrument, self provided.

Veteran Class

50 years plus. Eligible for other sections but will not be included in any aggregate or overall prize.

Novice Class

Persons entering these classes must never have been placed first as an individual entry in any recognized talent quest or awards in any class in any age group. This class does not qualify for any overall title.

Country Rock

Country rock is defined as an up-beat or up-tempo rock song to be performed as recoded by the original country artist

NZ Country Vocal

Songs in this section must be written by a New Zealander and of country origin. Singers must announce the name of the song and who it was written by when they come on stage to perform, failure to do this will result in disqualification.

